
TESTIMONIALS  
 
 

In every instance we found that the guides  
“knew their stuff”, dealt very capably with a group  of 

excited girls & made the whole experience come aliv e. 
 

The follow up notes were extremely relevant  
to the unit of work we were covering on the  

Victorian Era and proved very useful. 
 

Once again thank you and we look  
forward to seeing you all next year. 

 
 

I have always enjoyed taking my classes  
(at different times from 1990) for their walking to ur  

of The Rocks with the ladies in the red jackets ...   
and so I am thrilled that I can do this again! 

 
 

Staff & children enjoyed these sessions immensely –   
very informative & great fun! 

FOR PROGRAM ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT 
 

 

23 Playfair Street 
The Rocks NSW 2000 

 
 

PhonePhonePhonePhone    
02 9247 667802 9247 667802 9247 667802 9247 6678    

 

FaxFaxFaxFax    
02 9241 1502 

 
 

www.rockswalkingtours.com.au 
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�EDUCATIONAL TOURS�

EXPERIENCE THE ROCKS  
AND ITS LIVING HISTORY & HERITAGE 

�



OUR PROFILE 
 
 

The Rocks Walking Tours has been operating since 1978 
and is proudly the longest established specialist guided 
walking tour company in Sydney. 
 

In addition to our successful visitor service of daily tours 
within The Rocks, our Educational Program was  
introduced in 1981 and that has seen us introduce  
generations of students to the importance of this a rea 
and its place in our history. 
 
 

The tours offered within our program are continuall y  
reviewed ensuring ongoing relevance to the current  
syllabus and the following Key Learning Areas (KLA): 
 

�� Human Society & Its Environment (HSIE) 
�� History 
�� English 
�� Religious Studies 

 

Our tours are conducted in a safe and stimulating  
environment by our qualified team of guides in the 
preserved 19th Century historic landscape of Sydney’s  
oldest neighbourhood, The Rocks. 
 

With our guides your students will be encouraged to : 
 

��  Discuss accounts of past times, expressed through 
 events and the interpretation of significant sites  

�� Observe and analyse the heritage of Sydney’s past   
and its present day 

�� Identify the stories and events that relate to the    

interaction between the communities of this area 
and its unique built environment  

 

To contrast past and present and to stir the imagin ation, 
Tour Resources of early photographs, sketches, maps and 
images are shown throughout the duration of the tou r. 
 
 

We specialise in the History and Heritage of: 
 

�� The Rocks 
�� Millers Point 
�� Circular Quay 

 

These historically significant precincts provide a valuable 
outdoor educational experience that will encourage a  
lasting appreciation of our fascinating history. 

RATES FOR EDUCATIONAL TOURS 
 
 

Rates quoted are Per Student and inclusive of GST 
 

PRIMARY PROGRAMS 
 

 History & Heritage $  9.90  
 The Way Life Was $  9.90 
 A Changing Place $  9.90 
 Past & Present Times $  9.90 
 What’s Heritage? $  9.90 
 Beatie Bow’s Sydney $  9.90 
 The Arrival of The First Fleet $  9.90 
 The Arrival of The First Fleet with Costume  $10.50 
 

SECONDARY PROGRAMS 
 

 History & Heritage (incl. Green Bans)  $ 9.90  
 Beatie Bow’s Sydney $ 9.90 
 The Irish Catholics of The Rocks $ 9.90  
 The Rocks at Federation $ 9.90   
 

Weekends & Public Holidays   
Incur an additional $1.10 pp to the applicable rate  
 
 

�� Minimum of 20 students per group is required for the 
above per student rate to be applicable 

�� Minimum Group Rate for up to 20 students - $198.00 
and for costumed tour - $210.00 

�� Maximum Per Group is 30 people per guide this       
includes students, teachers and parent helpers 

�� Free of Charge Ratio - 1 teacher/ adult : per 10 students 
�� Additional adults are charged at the student rate 
�� Accompanying coach crew are free of charge 
 
 

The following Teacher Resources are provided once 
your booking has being confirmed :  
�� Pre-tour notes outlining the topics to be covered on 

your chosen tour 
�� Historical information about The Rocks 
�� Risk Assessment information 
�� And additional general information so as to enable you 

to prepare for a successful excursion 
 
 

In addition, Excursion Worksheets are provided to the 
teacher on the day for students to complete in the  
classroom so as to reinforce what they have learnt and 
seen on their excursion with The Rocks Walking Tours . 



PRIMARY PROGRAMS 
 
 

HISTORY & HERITAGE  
 

This perennial favourite is a comprehensive introdu ction 
to Australia's European birthplace and the historic   
precincts subsequent importance to our modern socie ty.  
 

This tour allows the student to learn about the lif estyle, 
social history and heritage of Sydney. 
 

KLA: HSIE/ History Tour Duration:  1½ hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEATIE BOW’S SYDNEY 
 

Bring alive the era of Ruth Park’s much loved and  
respected novel, “Playing Beatie Bow”.  
 

Set in The Rocks, students visit Victorian Sydney and 
through this well researched novel, relate to the s ocial 
history of 1873. 
 

KLA: English  Tour Duration: 1½ hours 
 
 

THE WAY LIFE WAS 
 

Discover Sydney's earliest neighbourhood, The Rocks and 
learn how families lived, worked and played in the 19th 
century. 
 

Explore the past and enjoy the present! 
 

Units:  The Way We Were/ Families Past & Present (St. 1/Yr 2) 
 

KLA: HSIE   Tour Duration: 1½ hours 
 
 

A CHANGING PLACE 
 

Walking through The Rocks students observe the heritage 
qualities of this important place in Sydney’s histo ry.  
 

Stories from the differing periods of change are shared 
with the children particularly focusing on events t hat  
impacted on the generations of people who contribut ed 
to the historic nature of Sydney Cove including the      
Cadigal people. 
 

Unit:  Effects of Growth and Change (Stage 2/ Yrs 3 - 4) 
 

KLA: HSIE     Tour Duration: 1½ hours 
 
 
 

SECONDARY PROGRAMS 
 
 

HISTORY & HERITAGE 
 

This perennial favourite is a comprehensive introdu ction 
to Australia's European birthplace and the historic   
precinct’s subsequent importance to our modern soci ety.  
 

This tour allows the student to learn about the lif estyle, 
social history and heritage of Sydney. 
 

In addition, special emphasis is given to the era of  
GREEN BANS and ‘People Power’ in the 1970s.  
 

KLA: History  Tour Duration: 1½ hours  
 
 

BEATIE BOW’S SYDNEY 
 

Bring alive the era of Ruth Park’s much loved and  
respected novel, “Playing Beatie Bow”.  
 

Set in The Rocks, students visit Victorian Sydney and 
through this well researched novel, relate to the s ocial 
history of 1873. 
 

KLA: English  Tour Duration: 1½ hours 
 
 

THE IRISH CATHOLICS OF THE ROCKS 
 

The story of The Rocks and Millers Point reveals an  
interesting historical analysis of the religious fo rces active 
in the 19th Century Sydney community & the social i m-
pact on a working class area – from the Irish perspective��
�

KLA: Religious Studies Tour Duration: 1½ hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ROCKS AT FEDERATION 
 

While Australians were being stirred up with the fe rvour  
of national pride, the people of The Rocks had other 
things on their mind. At Federation this dockside a rea   
was  shedding the inheritance of the latter decades of the 
1800s, that being, a squalid slum.  
  

Students will have the opportunity to relate to the  living 
and working conditions of an inner working class su burb 
of Sydney with many buildings and sites remaining i n   
The Rocks today to tell us this story. 
 

KLA: History  Tour Duration: 1½ hours 
 
 



PRIMARY PROGRAMS 
 
 

PAST & PRESENT TIMES 
Comparison of Landscapes & Lifestyles in The Rocks 
 

With their specialist local knowledge, our guides s hare 
with the children relevant accounts of past times  
beginning with the area’s local history.  
 
Entertaining stories are expressed through historic events 
and by interpreting and exploring with the children  the 
heritage built features of The Rocks. 
 

Students are encouraged to analyse and compare the  
evidence of the lifestyles of yesteryear with their lifestyle  
today with the assistance of significant sites and well    
researched images. 
 

Unit: Places: Then, Now and Tomorrow (Stage 2/ Yrs 3 - 4) 
 

KLA: HSIE   Tour Duration: 1½ hours 
 
 

WHAT’S HERITAGE? 
Sydney’s Significant Sites and Structures 
 

The focus of this program is to highlight three Sig nificant 
Sites within this Heritage precinct.  
 

From The Rocks area an evaluation can also be made of 
two of Sydney’s structural icons, The Harbour Bridg e and 
the Opera House.  
 

Aspects of The Rocks local history will assist the students 
to understand the heritage value of this place toda y while 
exploring the restored buildings and streetscapes. 
 

Unit:  Australia: You’re Standing In It (Stage 2/ Yrs 3 - 4) 
 

KLA: HSIE    Tour Duration: 1½ hours 
 
 
 

 

PRIMARY PROGRAMS 
 
 

THE ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST FLEET 
  

Let the story of British Colonisation and its impact on the 
Eora people unfold for young students.  
 

Our resources of A3 images help bring early Sydney town 
to life together with the narrative skills of our g uides. 
  

Issues covered within the tour are: 
�� The first contact between the Eora & the British people 
�� The Aboriginal way of life before and after coloniz ation 
�� Significant people and events that fashioned the British 

penal colony 
�� Relevant sites in the development of Sydney 
 

Unit:  British Colonisation (Stage 2/ Yrs 3 - 4)        
 

KLA: HSIE    Tour Duration: 1½ hours 
 
 
 
 

THE ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST  FLEET   
With Costumes 
 

Content of tour is outlined previously but with the   
addition of convict and soldier costumes together w ith 
the real identity of a significant person for each child.  
 

This popular program is instructive and very intera ctive! 
 

Included in this tour is a visit to either Observat ory Hill or 
Campbell’s Cove, both are very special significant sites in 
colonial Sydney’s story.�
 

Unit:  British Colonisation (Stage 2/ Yrs 3 - 4) 
 

KLA: HSIE    Tour Duration: 2 hours 
 

Daily Maximum 80 students + 10 adults (incl. teachers) 
 


